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Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas. Thank 

you very much. I am glad to be able to 
join you here on the floor tonight to 
ultimately talk about jobs. I have 
heard some folks mention debt and 
some other issues, but it all relates to 
jobs. 

I hear folks from the other side of the 
aisle say, when are you going to have a 
jobs bill? And what I try to convey to 
my constituents and to my colleagues 
here is that when we are talking about 
the debt and getting our spending 
under control, we are talking about 
jobs. 

This country has not seen job loss 
like we will see if we have a debt crisis. 
And if we want to be the country like 
many of us grew up in, a country that 
is innovative and leads the world in 
technology and advancement, then we 
have to deal with our crushing debt. 

What has been striking on the issue 
of the debt here tonight is I have been 
listening to colleagues from the other 
side of the aisle and I have heard about 
all these plans. I have heard about 
plans to pay down the debt, plans to 
deal with the deficit. I have heard 
about their Medicare plan. 

The bottom line is, they don’t have a 
plan. This President, in the Senate 
controlled by Senator REID, they don’t 
have a plan. They don’t have a plan for 
Medicare, they don’t have a plan in the 
form of a budget, they don’t have a 
plan to get the debt under control, 
they don’t have a plan. Their only plan 
is to let the House lead. 

They will let us be bold while they 
are politically timid. They have no 
plan. It would be easy to have a debate 
between our plan and their plan, but 
they don’t have a plan. 

So we are left with a situation, for 
example, on Medicare, something that 
we want to preserve, something that is 
a big driver of our debt. On the issue of 
Medicare, the other side of the aisle 
likes to compare our plan, which re-
forms and saves Medicare, they like to 
compare our plan to the current plan. 

Well, that’s fiscal fantasy, folks. 
Why? Because the current plan goes 
away. The status quo goes bankrupt. 
So the idea that they can adopt the 
current plan status quo as their plan is 
nonsense; it’s nonsense. We see it with 
Medicare; we see it with the debt. 

I, like my colleagues here, simply 
call on the Democrats and the Presi-
dent to propose something, something 
that we can discuss, something that 
addresses our problems. I can tell you, 
I can only speak for me and my con-
stituents, but unless we see some seri-
ous structural changes to the spending, 
the out-of-control spending in this 
town, the ‘‘no’’ that I voted on raising 
the debt limit tonight will be the same 
‘‘no’’ over and over again until this 
President and the Senate get their act 
together and give us a real plan. 

Mrs. ROBY. I thank the gentleman. 
I yield to the gentleman from Illi-

nois. 
Mr. DOLD. I appreciate the gentle-

lady for yielding. 

I was just struck by something that 
the gentleman from Arkansas said. It 
is about jobs and that I think is some-
thing that we focused on here this 
evening, but there are 29 million small 
businesses in our Nation. And the thing 
that I hear from small businesses and 
businesses all around my district is the 
uncertainty. Uncertainty out there is 
causing, in essence, paralyzing busi-
nesses and preventing them from mov-
ing forward. If we can create an envi-
ronment here in Washington that al-
lows half of those companies to create 
a single job, think about the job 
growth we will have then. 

I am just wondering if the gentlemen 
from Arkansas or from Colorado or the 
gentlelady from Alabama has heard 
some of the same things back in their 
districts about uncertainty. 

Mrs. ROBY. Absolutely. You know, 
everywhere we go we hear about this 
job-killing legislation that is keeping 
small business owners, even those that 
have the ability to create jobs, fearful 
to do so because they don’t know which 
regulation they are going to be hit 
from next, what legislation we are 
going to pass to find out what’s in it is 
coming their way. So I hear it all the 
time. It is stifling to our economy. 

We need to create, we need to make 
sure that we are creating an environ-
ment so that the private sector can 
create the jobs and not rely on the gov-
ernment. 

I yield to the gentleman from Arkan-
sas. 

Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas. You make 
a good point. I tell you, the stark con-
trast between what we are talking 
about here and from what I hear on the 
other side of the aisle is this: our col-
leagues, our Democrat colleagues talk 
about the government creating jobs. 
They say we need to create jobs. 

I understand, and I think we under-
stand that the private sector creates 
jobs. Small businesses create jobs. In-
dividuals create jobs. People pursuing 
their dreams and exercising economic 
freedom, that’s who creates jobs. 

It’s our job to help create an environ-
ment where individuals and businesses 
can flourish and continue to lead the 
world. It is not the government’s job to 
create jobs. We are here to create an 
environment for businesses and indi-
viduals and small businesses so they 
can flourish. 

Mrs. ROBY. I will now yield to the 
gentleman from New York, and then 
we’re going to wrap this up. 

Mr. REED. I thank the gentlelady 
from Alabama. 

I was struck by something my col-
league from Arkansas said about a 
plan. Let’s be clear about the proposed 
plans that have been allegedly floated 
by our President up to this date and 
what we voted on today. 

You know, we get knocked a lot for 
not engaging in a bipartisan practice, 
but let’s be clear what the record 
showed and in this Chamber today and 
in the Senate last week. President 
Obama put forth and requested a clean 

debt ceiling, an unconditional debt 
ceiling, just raise it $2 trillion. 

Bipartisan support tonight rejected 
that proposal. That’s the status quo 
proposal that we can no longer afford. 
Last week, President Obama’s budget, 
97–0 in the Senate, was soundly re-
jected. I believe President Obama’s 
quote from 2006 is completely accurate. 
His words predicted exactly where he is 
at. America has a failure of leadership. 
Americans deserve better. 

Mrs. ROBY. Thank you so much to 
all of my colleagues. 

Mr. Speaker, I just want to say that 
allowing the Federal Government to 
take on more debt without cutting up 
our credit cards is irresponsible. 

I am Margaret and George’s mom, 
and I know you represent families here 
tonight. We all have a responsibility, 
to my children, to your children, to fu-
ture generations of this country to 
leave this country better off than the 
way we found it. It all starts with cut-
ting spending and getting our economy 
back on track. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina (at the 
request of Mr. CANTOR) for today on ac-
count of account of serving as pall-
bearer for State Representative David 
Umphlett. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 59 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, June 1, 2011, at 10 a.m. for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

1713. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Aluminum tris(O- 
ethylphosphonate), Butylate, 
Chlorethoxyfos, Clethodim, et al.; Tolerance 
Actions [EPA-HQ-OPP-2010-0490; FRL-8869-6] 
received April 12, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

1714. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Carbon Dioxide; Exemption 
from the Requirement of a Tolerance [EPA- 
HQ-OPP-2007-1077; FRL-0873-1] received May 
2, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

1715. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Clothianidin; Pesticide Tol-
erances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0771; FRL-8873-3] 
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